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Farmingville, NY – O n February 8 , C ounc ilman Dan P anico and the Brookhaven Town Board held public  hearings  to
determine  whether  two  abandoned  and  dilapidated  “zombie  houses”  in  Mas tic  Beach  were  unsafe  as  defined  by
C hapter 73  of the Town C ode and pursuant to an independent engineer’s  report. A fter a detailed presentation by the
Town Law Department, the  Board voted unanimous ly  that the  houses , located at 136  (left) and 719  (right) Riviera
Drive, were indeed unsafe and should be demolished.

Both  houses  sus tained  severe  flooding  and  wind  damage  during  Super  Storm Sandy  in  O c tober  2012  and  have
remained in dis repair ever s ince. The property owners  now have 30  days  to dec ide whether to demolish the houses
themselves  or  to  have  the  Town’s  Department  of Recyc ling  and  Sus tainable  Materials  Management  perform  the
demolition and debris  removal. I f the Town does  the work, a lien is  placed on the property which will  then appear on
the  property  owner’s  tax  bill. The  C ounty  reimburses  the  Town and then they  collec t  the  money  from the  property
owner.

C ounc ilman P anico said, "In the firs t month s ince the trans ition of the former V illage to the Town, we are setting the
tone and rais ing the s tandards  in the area, this  is  only the beginning. We will use every authority and every facet of
local government to raise the quality for all."
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